
Recreations 
A get-involved-guide for Periferica’s Art residency  
2016-2017
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Abstract 
 
With the purpose of speaking to the art scenario, enhance creativity and provide 
well-known artists and rising talents with opportunities for personal and 
professional growth, Periferica presents Recreations, giving the possibility to 
carry out one or more works with an artist-in-residence in our headquarter in 
Mazara del Vallo, Sicily. 

Periferica is a project devoted to urban regeneration. It started in 2013 in the 
outskirts of Mazara del Vallo with a process of investigation, planning and 
construction, gathering universities, associations and companies, and allowing 
citizens to contribute positively on their own territory. Relying on a 
multidisciplinary and inclusive approach, we aim to experiment new processes 
for ambient design, redefining the role of architecture and urban planning 
through the power of cooperation. 

Periferica has received Ri.U.So Award by the National Council of Architects as the 
best Italian project of urban regeneration. In 2015, Periferica won the Boom 
Polmoni Urbani contest, receiving funds for regenerating an abandoned place of 
about 3000 mq though cultural events and artworks. 
The area, situated around 1km far from the sea, is composed by a tuff quarry and 
an old kindergarten. Periferica intends to reactivate these places with an open 
strategy, involving outside parties in the planning of new activities and services.
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Recreations 

In Italy the term recreation is used to indicate the break time during which the student 
can rest, play with class mates or eat snacks. It comes from the Latin recreare, that 
means “to create again” and when the term recreation appears for the first time in the 
English vocabulary of the 14th century, it indicates the care of a sick person.  

Nowadays in the Cambridge dictionary, this term refers to “(a way of) enjoying 
yourself when you are not working”. 

The pedagogical literature explains how recreation is crucial to develop not only 
physical, but also intellectual, social and moral skills of students. 
Can we apply this reasoning to other contexts? In a period in which 
professionals and artists are usually influenced by commissioned productions, can a 
recreation, a break, return the artistic production to an higher level of authenticity? 

It is with this double meaning, of break and revolution, that comes the new program 
of Periferica Residences. With the aim of involving artists and creative people in the 
reactivation process we offer our headquarter as a place for artists and creatives to 
free their visions, where their permanence meets the regenerative spirit of the project.  

For Periferica Residences, we have chosen 4 thematic areas related to the activation 
of spaces, activities and services and 10+ residences of different duration to optimize 
the regeneration process and renovate, through productive recreations, the image of 
the quarry as a dynamic place.

Thematic areas 

Muralism – up to 2 weeks  
We want to host artists who, together with us, want to decorate some areas of our 
cultural center or of the neighborhood or of the town it belongs to.  

Design– up to 30 days 
Interior design, outdoor facilities, service design, brand identity; anything that 
can make our structures suitable for the implementation of new services. 

Events – up to 2 weeks 
Divided into installations, performances and multimedia. This projects are strictly 
linked to the events planned by Periferica throughout the year. 

Video – up to 30 days 
Periferica is an ongoing project. We want to collect pictures, videos and texts 
which can narrate our project in 3 key productions.

Who can apply 

Admissions are open for architects, designers, students of architecture, design, 
visual arts, DAMS, Academy of Fine Arts, creatives in general. 
There is no age limit and not either sex is preferred.

Schedule 

Each artist can reside in different times, sometimes until August 2017, but the 
selection is made weeks or months before in order to optimize the planning, the 
set-up and the start. The main exception is made for the thematic area Muralism, 
for which there is no maximum number of participants and each proposal can be 
evaluated in every moment, depending on availability. 

Limited spots are available for candidacy. The most interesting proposals will be 
selected for a second evaluation, after which the committee will choose the one 
whose characteristics will fit best the Periferica’s agenda.  
Remaining artist-in-residence spots are always updated on perifericaproject.org/
residency.

Headquarter 

In a dismissed area of 3000 sq m. composed of a quarry and an ex kindergarten 
we want to  give birth to  an independent center to produce and promote culture 
that will keep itself alive through cultural events, tourism, catering and 
entertainment, exercising practices of urban regeneration, social inclusion and 
innovation. The area is well served, just few minutes from bakeries, bars and 
supermarkets. The historic center can be easily reached by car or bike. 
 
Hystory 

The quarry dates back to 1884, as this date is carved in one of its walls. In the '70s 
it was bought, together with the neighbouring building, by the Roccafiorita family. 
After years of inactivity, the quarry woke up in 2013 thanks to “Periferica”,which 
started to organize the first two editions of the festival and several cultural and  
artistic events. 

The area is flexible and its end-use is seasonal. In autumn and in winter, the 
activities will be made in the ex-kindergarten, where small workshops or events 
can be hosted.  
Besides being Periferica’s headquarter the building will function also as a co-
working space that will be activated by mid-January. From May, our structures 
provide also accommodation for tourists, it is called House of Moods and you can 
see it on our Airbnb page.

Selection criteria 

Artists will be selected according to the coherence and uniqueness of their 
research, the overall quality of the project and the conformity with the proposed 
subject. Periferica reserves the right to refuse collaborations which not follow 
the announcement's objective.

Benefits and services 

For the residences there will be provided a 4 spots bedroom with with private 
bathroom, while all other areas of the building are shared. We're a big family! 

The space is equipped with: 
• internet connection; 
• conditioned air 
• shared kitchen  
• parking slot 
• 100sqm area with tools and materials 
• 20sqm indoor laboratories 
• printer 

Real Italian food is included, thanks to the rich pantry of our kitchen! What else?

https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349
https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349
http://perifericaproject.org/residency
https://www.airbnb.it/rooms/14197637?s=ULejKLU8
https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349
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content of the project;  
materials and specifications;  
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Muralism 
 
We want to promote the execution 
of works on varying surfaces, at the 
headquarters of Periferica or 
around the city. 
 
We would like to make the 
experience of each artist as free as 
possible; we will just offer room 
and board during the period of 
residence as well as technical and 
logistical support for the 
management of tools and 
materials, covering partially or 
totally the costs.  
 
The choice of the wall is at  
complete discretion of the artist. 
 

ambito 1

Artmap 
 
No work lost 
All the productions will be geo-localized and collected on a 
map in the page dedicated to the residences in our official 
website. Being able to create an itinerary of murals can be a first 
step to promote the neighborhood and the city where we live. 

Date 

Candidacy: up to December 31st, 2016 
Residence (1 period to be chosen from): 
1*  December 1st - February 1st 
2*  March 1st - June 1st 
3* July 1st - October 1st 

Duration: max 10 days 
It is better to book the residence in advance ( two weeks at 
least). In case of unplanned tour, you can also make a request 
after the expiration date. 
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Mazara 
 
If you are thinking about a tour, maybe you can stop here and 
visit the town. Mazara is an important fishing port well 
connected to neighboring cities through a network of roads and 
highways. Close to Petrosino, Marsala, Trapani, Castelvetrano, 
Sciacca, it is 1 hour from Palermo airport, 45 minutes from 
Trapani airport. 

Our office is just over 1km from the city center and is very close 
to the main motorway A29 Palermo-Mazara. This vicinity has 
favoured the transit of several artists, including Collettivo FX, 
MOMO, I mangiatori di Patate, Random, Dan Isaac Bortz, Lynnea 
Holland-Weiss who Periferica gave support to the choice of the 
walls and the production of the artworks.

* 

Subscribe

MURALISM

https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349
https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349
https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349


Design 
 
Interior design, product design, 
service design, brand identity. 
These productions will help the 
activation of new services that will 
support the sustainability of the 
project.  
 
Being an independent cultural 
center, our goal is to be able to 
propose a new model that allows 
the reinvestment of part of the 
revenues generated by the 
services for the promotion of other 
cultural and artistic activities.

ambito 2

2017: let’s cook 
some Food! 
 
If in 2016 the first steps have 
concerned the accessibility of 
spaces after years of neglect, now 
we want to make use of them. And 
what better way than through 
food? 

We want to create a space 
dedicated to Food, that can serve 
more people at events and 
different activities during the year.  
 
The aim of the residence will be to 
develop a project that in addition 
to defining a new identity of this 
space, mingles with the context 
and reflects also the identity of the 
surroundings.  

The residence includes a first part 
of analysis, knowledge and the 
design of the place, and a second 
embodiment of the project. The 
two parts can be done 
simultaneously or in two separates 
sessions.

Date 
 
Application: until 31 December 2016 
Residence: from 10 January to 10 April 
Maximum duration: 30 days

2

Profiles 
 
Students or professionals in the 
field of architecture, design, visual 
arts, art academies.

For this last phase, we have a 
dedicated budget for the purchase 
of materials if they are not already 
present in our warehouse. 

In addition, we provide a large 
construction yard with equipment 
and basic tools for wood or other 
materials. To apply, simply fill in the 
dedicated form adding a draft that 
describes simply the type of design 
approach and materials that will be 
used. 

The projects must be placed in a 
vision folder, compressed and 
uploaded by using the online 
application form.  
 
Download the Paper to find more 
information about the area of the 
project. 
 
Download now

Subscribe

CREATIVE
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Box 
23 mq 
4x5,7m, h 3m

http://www.perifericaproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Foglio-Box.pdf
https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349
https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349
https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349
https://form.jotformeu.com/63235358004349


Events 
 
Every year, we organize three key-events in which 
training, networking and entertainment create a 
unique program for our Quarry of Moods: 
the MayDay, the Sound and the Festival. 
Each event has its own specific identity but can 
accommodate different visions. Submit your own in the 
category: Installations, performances or multimedia.

ambito 3

3

Sound

Application: until 28 February 2017 
Available period: 
from April 2 to May 2, 2017 
Maximum duration: 14 days 
Spots available: 1 
Groups: up to 4 people 
Category: Installation

EVENTS

May Day

May 1st – 14:00 > 24:00 
Rock&Roll, Beer and BBQ Sauce 
Besides reminding us that before Elvis 
there was nothing, the May Day kicks off 
the spring/summer season of activities 
and events at our Quarry of Moods.

12th – 13th of August 
Electronic Music and Visual Arts 
A week end, in August, in Sicily. 
Simply magic.

Application: until 28 February 2017 
Available period: 
from June 1st to July 15th, 2017 
Maximum duration: 14 days 
Spots available: 3 
Groups: up to 4 people 
Category: Installation, Performance, 
Multimedia.

Festival

July 20th -August 10th 
20 days with 50+ students 
Architecture, design, visual arts to 
convert an abandoned area into a cultural 
center 
of second generation.

Application: until 28 February 2017 
Available period: 
from June 1st to July 15th, 2017 
Maximum duration: 14 days 
Spots available: 3 
Groups: up to 4 people 
Category: Installation, Performance, 
Multimedia.

We require the installation of a relax area 
for 100 people. It must be reusable in 
different configurations, and be adaptable 
to other events or activities, such as the 
open-air cinema, a talk or simply reading 
a book.

Where magic happens. A stage to 
accommodate all artists that will perform 
during the event. 
In addition to the design and 
implementation of the stage, you can 
propose a performance or a multimedia 
project parallel or tied to the event.

Where up to 30 people can work 
simultaneously with their laptops, 
comfortably  
sitting under a shelter. The area will be crucial 
for the 
execution of workshops and laboratories 
that will take place during the festival. 
In addition to the design and implementation 
of this area, you can propose a performance 
or a multimedia project parallel or tied to the 
event.

Relax Area

Stage

Studio Area

Events are mainly carried out 
inside the quarry, a large open 
space that can be re-arrange every 
time depending on the event, and 
that can accommodate a food/
drink and relax area, market stands 
and more. The whole area includes 
a stage for exhibitions and all that 
can enrich the event promoting art 
and creativity.  

Your project has to be executed 
within a specific period and time 
frame (see details) and it can be 
presented during the event through 
a talk. You can submit applications 
individually or in group.

Details

Details

Details
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Video 
 
In three years, Periferica has gathered experience 
bringing together people and places. A small 
community grown around the idea of an alternative to 
the stereotype of the small-town, narrow-minded 
mentality.  
We are looking for video makers that want to tell about 
the stories, places, activities and values of our project 
through videos. 

3 kind of residences: Project, Places and Festival.  
Each takes place in a different period sometimes in 
conjunction with specific events. 
All video equipment is being made available and we 
have a small budget to rent additional tools. 

ambito 4

4
possono partecipare singoli o gruppi di 
videomaker muniti degli elementi base 
per la produzione (…)

VIDEO

Available period: 
from Jan 15th  to March 15th , 2017 
Maximum duration: 14 days 
Due date: by April 15th . 
Groups: up to 4 persons. 

Available period: 
from April 15th  to May 15th , 2017 
Maximum duration: 14 days 
Due date: by June 15th . 
Groups: up to 4 persons. 

Available period: 
from July 15th  to August 15th , 2017 
Maximum duration: 30 days 
Due date: by September 15th  . 
Groups: up to 2 persons.

The video will represent a key content for 
the promotion of our project. It will 
appear on our homepage, and it will be 
used as presentation material in talks and 
promotion activities of Periferica, around 
Italy. The length of the video, like all 
further details will be decided during the 
residence.

It will be carried out over two weeks in the 
spring, when the quarry looks at its best. 
The quarry is a now disused space that 
will be transformed in a cultural park.  This 
residence coincides with the MayDay.

In complete harmony with the 
participants of the festival, the video 
maker will be able to coordinate a group 
of students of the communication 
department as support of production, 
logistics and technicalities.

Promo: Cava

Promo: Project

Dedicated to the story of the project. 
The aim here is to describe the birth, the 
current situation and the visions of 
Periferica and the 
small community built around it.

This production is dedicated to the 
promotion of the most magical place of 
Periferica: Cava of Moods, a future urban 
cultural park. The site wants to be seen as 
a reference point for the local community, 
useful for the promotion of cultural, 
artistic, social, sport activities.  

Doc: Festival

The Festival is a collection of stories and 
new projects. The purpose of this 
residence will be to document, day after 
day, the unfolding of the activities. A video 
documentary that can convey all the 
details of the event.

Details

Details

Details

Subscribe

Form 

 
Click Subscribe and prepare: 
 Your Bio or Statement;  
content of the project;  
materials and specifications;  
website, blog […]
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Officina Periferica Soc. Coop. 
Via dell’Acquedotto 15 
91026 Mazara del Vallo 
ph + 39 3932688034 
www.perifericaproject.org

Recreations

Foto:  
1: Bad mural, MOMO, 2016. Mazara del Vallo, Quartiere Macello 
2: Wood Totem, workshop 2013. Mazara del Vallo, Cava degli Umori  
3: Bersagli, Periferica Sound 2016. Mazara del Vallo, Cava degli Umori  
4: Fotolab, Periferica Festival 2013. Mazara del Vallo, Cava degli Umori 
 
Tutte le foto © Paola Galuffo

in copertina:  
Montessori Manual, Color palette, 1913. Chicago, The W. E. Richardson Co.

+39 3932688034 Carlo 
residency@perifericaproject.org 
perifericaproject.org/residency

Carlo Roccafiorita  
ideazione, progettazione, grafica

Paola Galuffo 
Segreteria

Vincenzo Cancemi 
Web

http://www.perifericaproject.org
mailto:residency@perifericaproject.org
http://perifericaproject.org

